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British rule by extending, not restricting Self-Government,
by conciliating, not alienating a vast and civilised nation.

Gentlemen, it is possible to avert distress and disasters
and deaths from famines, to spread prosperity and con-
tentment and peace, and to evoke the zealous and loyal
and spontaneous support of a grateful natjon, only by con-
ceding to the people, with due and proper safeguards, the
rights of Self-Goveniment It is not possible, without such
concession, without admitting the people to a real' share
in the control of their own affairs, to save India from
distress and discontent, from impoverishment and famines.
Therefore, as an old and faithful servant of the Indian
Government, I have thought it my duty to raise my voice
and urge the adoption of the better and the wiser course,
the only course which can save our country from preventi,-
ble misfortunes and disasters, and can consolidate the
British Rule in India.